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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 8, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JEFF DUN-
CAN to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

——————

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT KYLE
CLAYTON THOMAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. KELLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I am humbled to rise today in
the memory of Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard Sergeant Kyle Clayton
Thomas, who was killed on May 29,
2017, in a rollover incident at the Na-
tional Training Center at Fort Irwin,
California. Sergeant Thomas and three
other soldiers were conducting combat
maneuvers in an M1A2 SEPv2 Abrams
Main Battle Tank.

Sergeant Thomas, an Amory native
and a 2011 Amory High School grad-
uate, was assigned to Alpha Company,
2nd Battalion 198th Armored, 1556th Ar-
mored Brigade headquartered out of
Tupelo, Mississippi.

He has been described as a compas-
sionate person who loved life and
spending time with his family. When
his daughter, Devina Jayde Smith, was
born, an incredible bond was formed be-
tween Sergeant Thomas and his daugh-
ter. Sergeant Thomas’ father, Eddie
Thomas, says the whole family is proud
of his son’s commitment to his family
and to the defense of this great Nation.

He divided his time between his job
at NauticStar Boats manufacturing
plant in Amory and service in the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard.

His mother, Jo Ann Boussouar, says
her son was always interested in the
military. As a young boy, Sergeant
Thomas would say that he wanted to be
a tank driver.

The family says he excelled at soccer
in high school, where he earned a
scholarship to play at Itawamba Com-
munity College, but his patriotism led
him down a different path, and he
turned down the scholarship and joined
the Mississippi Army National Guard.
Ms. Boussouar says her son was able to
fulfill his dream and to serve in the
military. She is proud of her son’s will-
ingness to sacrifice his life for the safe-
ty of his family and of this Nation.

Prior to the incident, several col-
leagues and I went to Fort Irwin to dis-
cuss our defense readiness capabilities
at the National Training Center, and
we observed the tactical operations
being carried out by the 155 Brigade
Combat Team of the Mississippi Army
National Guard, my brigade, the bri-
gade that I deployed twice with. While
I did not get to meet Sergeant Thomas
while I was there, I did meet several
other soldiers that were just like him
and that were dedicated to serving and
preserving the way of life we have in
this great Nation.

Sergeant Thomas died on Memorial
Day, the day our Nation has set aside
to honor those servicemen and women
who have fought and died to protect
the freedoms we all enjoy. We cannot
forget what this national holiday
means to the families like Sergeant
Thomas’, who have experienced this
loss. We can never forget those who
gave all for the greatness of this Na-
tion.

Dixie Thunder,
Dixie Thunder.

——————

CONSEQUENCES OF IRRESPON-
SIBLE FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RUTHERFORD). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. BROWN)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I take to the floor of the House
today in opposition to H.R. 10, the so-
called Financial CHOICE Act, which is
more appropriately called the ‘“Wrong-
ful” CHOICE Act.

Nearly a decade since the beginning
of the financial crisis, my district is
still dealing with the consequences of
irresponsible, underregulated financial
institutions targeting toxic subprime
loans to unsuspecting borrowers. In
Prince George’s County, one-quarter of
all mortgages were subprime.

Nationally, Black homeowners were
disproportionately affected by the fore-
closure crisis, 80 percent more likely to
lose their homes compared to other
families with similar incomes and life-
styles. We later learned that several
big banks had deliberately given people
of color subprime mortgages. One such
scandal-ridden bank, Wells Fargo, of-
fered cash incentives for loan officers
to peddle these, what they called ghet-
to loans to who they called mud people;
in other words, Black customers, often
single mothers.

For families in my district, it wasn’t
just about losing your home. An entire

Sergeant Thomas,
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generation of wealth was wiped out.
The financial foundation for future
generations collapsed and may never be
rebuilt. Families can’t start a family,
save for college, or set aside for their
own retirement.

In the wake of the crisis, Democrats
in Congress said, never again, and we
took needed action to ensure that this
sort of abusive behavior would never be
repeated. We passed the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Pro-
tection Act and created the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau to protect
American consumers from the types of
practices that led to this crisis.

Now, even as the big banks, the cre-
ators of the financial crisis, are mak-
ing record profits, the Financial
CHOICE Act would once again give
Wall Street permission to swindle
working families and destroy the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau.
This would be extremely harmful for
hardworking Americans across the
country.

Since its founding, the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau has been a
powerful ally of the little guy. It has
delivered nearly $12 billion in relief to
more than 29 million consumers
harmed by predatory lenders, big
banks, abusive debt collectors, and out-
right scammers.

Our Nation’s veterans and military
families have been some of the major
beneficiaries of the agency’s work. The
agency worked with state attorneys
general to secure debt relief for 17,000
servicemembers tricked into taking
out high-cost loans. It ordered Navy
Federal Credit Union to pay $28.5 mil-
lion for using illegal debt collection
practices. It is suing Navient, the Na-
tion’s largest student loan company,
for illegal practices against millions of
borrowers, including severely injured
veterans.

The Bureau has also addressed the
discriminatory practices that impact
communities of color in the financial
system head-on. The agency acted
against Ally Bank, Honda, and Toyota
for charging higher interest rates for
African-American, Latino, and Asian
borrowers regardless of their credit
score. It strengthened protections for
families who depend on prepaid debit
cards for their wages and often fall into
a spiral of debt from payday and auto
title loans. The Bureau continues to
target banks who are denying loans to
qualified borrowers of color across the
country.

Let’s be clear: the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau is truly living
up to its name.

Mr. Speaker, nobody should want to
return to a system that failed us and
produced the financial crisis that dam-
aged so many lives. Too many families
and communities still carry the dev-
astating scars of 2008, but that is ex-
actly what the Financial CHOICE Act
is trying to do. A rigged system is what
led to the financial crisis, big banks
got bailouts and sweetheart deals, and
ordinary people suffered. That is why I
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am determined to oppose the Financial
CHOICE Act, which seeks to roll back
Wall Street reform and eliminate the
Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau. Voting against this bill is the
right thing to do for my district and it
is the right thing for America.

———

IN HONOR OF DEPUTY DEVIN
HODGES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in honor of An-
derson County Master Deputy Devin
Hodges, who tragically passed away
June 1 in the line of duty while partici-
pating in a training exercise on Lake
Hartwell.

Deputy Hodges pursued his childhood
dream and started his law enforcement
career out of high school working as a
dispatcher in Anderson County, then
working for the Laurens County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Abbeville County Sher-
iff’s Office, and the Lander Police De-
partment before returning to Anderson
in January of this year.

As Anderson County Sheriff Chad
McBride said, Devin had a big person-
ality and a big heart, and it is a big
loss. Devin was a man of character, a
man of faith, who was known as a great
father.

My thoughts and prayers are with
Devin’s wife, Krystal; his four children,
Jeffrey, James, Katie, and Dianna; his
brother, Christopher; his sister,
Dominique; and his parents, Shari and
Ronnie; all of whom are constituents in
my district, the Third District of
South Carolina.

I know Devin is in a better place
right now, joining his predeceased
daughter, Isabella Faith, but the fam-
ily he leaves behind will still acutely
feel his loss, as we always do with the
loss of a loved one.

I want to let the men and women in
Anderson County law enforcement
know that they continue to be in our
prayers in this tragedy, as always with
first responders, in our thoughts and
our prayers.

So may God bless Devin’s family, and
may He continue to bless our country
with stouthearted men and women like
Devin, who are willing to make the ul-
timate sacrifice in order to protect us.

———

BAD ACTORS ON WALL STREET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, less
than 10 years ago in 2008, bad actors on
Wall Street brought the economy of
our country to the brink of collapse.
Because of their greed, recklessness,
and deceit, millions of Americans lost
their jobs, families were thrown out of
their homes, and seniors saw their life
savings evaporate before their very
eyes.
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Washington bailed out the big banks
and they said they were too big to fail,
but the American people never got a
bailout. The American people were
told: You are on your own. And in
seven States, including my home State
of Rhode Island, we are still working to
recover jobs that were lost in this
Great Recession. That is why it was so
important 2 years later when Congress
passed and President Obama signed
into law the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act
of 2010.

This law was a landmark victory for
the American people, especially the
American consumer. That is why it is
so disturbing that Republicans now
want to take us back to the days of too
big to fail, a time when powerful Wall
Street special interests exploited con-
sumers and small investors, and our
entire economy was put at risk.

The bill before us today, which I call
the “Wrong’’ CHOICE Act, will turn
Wall Street into the Wild West again
and it will empower the big banks to do
what they want at the expense of hon-
est, hardworking families. This bill
takes us back to an era when financial
institutions could wipe out someone’s
retirement and foreclose on innocent
homeowners completely unchecked.
This bill repeals commonsense require-
ments that require financial advisers
to act in the best interests of their cli-
ents. It will allow bad actors to push
bad products on working people and
seniors in exchange for paybacks.

This bill protects forced arbitration
clauses and allows companies to re-
quire their customers to waive their
right to a jury trial, and deny them
their day in court when their rights are
violated.

By the way, that includes service-
members, brave men and women who
have worn the uniform of the American
Armed Forces. Unfortunately, service-
members and veterans are often tar-
geted for financial fraud and unscrupu-
lous creditors because they are held to
a higher standard of debt repayment.
In addition, their frequent time away
from home makes it harder for our
servicemembers to identify scams.

The CFPB has already taken at least
12 major enforcement actions directly
protecting servicemembers and their
families. In 2016, the CFPB fined Navy
Federal Credit Union $28 million for il-
legal debt collection tactics. The CFPB
took action against two for-profit col-
leges, ITT Technical Institute and Co-
rinthian Colleges, both of which have
been linked to predatory treatment of
servicemembers and veterans. The
now-defunct Corinthian was ordered to
provide $480 million in debt relief to de-
frauded students, including service-
members.

In 2013, the CFPB ordered high-cost,
small-dollar lender Cash America to
pay up to $14 million in restitution and
a $5 million penalty for violations of
the Military Lending Act.

Just 2 months ago, CFPB sanctioned
an auto lender that harassed and
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preyed on servicemembers. Security
National Automotive Acceptance Com-
pany threatened that they would con-
tact commanding officers about debts
that our veterans incurred, and lied to
our brave men and women in uniform
about their obligations, and they have
been held accountable because of the
CFPB.

The CFPB was created to protect
families and small businesses, and
since 2010, the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau has returned nearly
$12 billion to 29 million consumers in
all 50 States. More than 1 million con-
sumers have used the CFPB’s com-
plaint database, and nearly all of them
have received a timely resolution to
their issues.

O 1015

The CFPB held Wells Fargo account-
able to the tune of $100 million after
they opened millions of fraudulent ac-
counts for customers without telling
them. Wells Fargo surreptitiously col-
lected fees from these victims, and
every dime was returned to consumers
because the CFPB was on the job.

The sole purpose of CFPB’s existence
is to ensure that bank loans, mort-
gages, and credit cards are fair, afford-
able, understandable, and transparent.
That is exactly what it is doing. Re-
publicans want nothing more than to
kill it.

No honest, hardworking American
should be exploited when they are tak-
ing out a mortgage, trying to pay off
their college debt, buying a car, or
opening a bank account, but that is
what is going to happen if Republicans
get their way today. Passage of this
bill will confirm what so many Ameri-
cans believe: that Washington works
for big business, the very rich, and
powerful special interests, but not for
them.

Let’s remind ourselves that the
American people sent us to Washington
to work for them. They didn’t send us
here to fight for the big banks and
credit card companies that already
have too much power here in Wash-
ington.

Reject this bad bill. Vote for the
American people. Protect consumers,
and very strongly vote ‘‘no.”

———

RESCUING AMERICA’S
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
when ObamaCare was imposed on the
Nation, we were promised lower pre-
miums, increased choices, and im-
proved care, but exactly the opposite
has happened.

Last year, premiums increased an av-
erage of 25 percent, and this year we
are warned they will increase another
40 percent. Last year, only one provider
remained in a third of American coun-
ties. This year, entire regions have no
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providers at all. In 2015, American life
expectancies actually declined.

The Senate now has before it the
American Health Care Act. It goes a
long way toward replacing
ObamaCare’s compulsory one-size-fits-
all bureaucratic mess with a consumer-
friendly, patient-centered system.

The AHCA repeals the employer man-
date that has trapped many Americans
in part-time jobs. It repeals the indi-
vidual mandate that forces Americans
to buy plans they don’t want, don’t
need, and can’t afford. It changes the
premium structure that forced young
families to subsidize premiums for
those in their peak earning years. It re-
peals nearly $1 trillion of taxes on the
American economy. It repeals the man-
dates that force an older couple to
maintain pediatric coverage, and it
maintains the safety net for those with
preexisting conditions. It assures that
these plans are within the financial
reach of every family.

Well, despite the obvious failure of
ObamaCare and the urgent need to res-
cue our healthcare system, opponents
have gone into overdrive to frighten
people and to distort the facts. The
most lurid claim comes from the Con-
gressional Budget Office: that 23 mil-
lion Americans will lose their health
insurance.

Now, we should first remember that
this is the same office that predicted
that ObamaCare exchanges would cover
26 million Americans by 2017. The ac-
tual number was 10 million. It pre-
dicted that ObamaCare would result in
slight premium increases between 10
and 13 percent by 2016. The actual fig-
ure was 105 percent.

So how did the CBO come up with its
latest claim? Well, much is based on
assuming that people won’t buy health
insurance unless we force them. In re-
ality, more people are already choosing
not to purchase ObamaCare policies,
and they are paying a steep tax penalty
to boot. The CBO ignored provisions
that allow people to tailor plans to
best meet their own needs, which is a
powerful market incentive for them to
purchase plans.

Second, the CBO predicts that in fu-
ture years Medicaid recipients will
leave due to changes that restrain the
growth in this program, yet it is pre-
cisely these changes that focus re-
sources on services and not on waste
and fraud.

Third, the CBO predicts that low-in-
come, older Americans in the indi-
vidual market will lose nearly $13,000
of subsidies and be priced out of that
market, yet it ignores the $90 billion
that were freed up in the final House
version with the express understanding
that the Senate would redirect these
funds to replace these ObamaCare sub-
sidies.

Fourth, the CBO predicts some peo-
ple will choose less expensive Dplans
without all the bells and whistles re-
quired under ObamaCare. Well, this, of
course, is exactly what choice is all
about: people making their own deci-
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sions based on their own needs and
wants. Yet the CBO classifies them as
uninsured.

The other major and false claim is
that people with preexisting conditions
will lose coverage, despite explicit lan-
guage in the AHCA that nothing in this
act shall be construed as permitting
health insurers to limit access to
health coverage for individuals with
preexisting conditions.

There is one exception. If you are one
of the 7 percent of patients in the indi-
vidual market, and if you have a pre-
existing condition, and if you live in a
State that has requested and received a
waiver based on having an alternative
program to assure your coverage, and
if you have let your insurance lapse for
more than 62 days in the past year,
then, and only then, can you be
charged a higher rate than the general
population for your health plan, and
then only for the first year.

This year, entire regions of the coun-
try will be unable to obtain policies on
ObamaCare exchanges; premiums are
spiraling out of reach for families that
don’t qualify for subsidies; and tax-
payer costs are skyrocketing. The
AHCA offers a way out of this night-
mare, restoring a healthy, competitive
market, where patients will have the
widest range of choices and the free-
dom to choose a plan that best meets
their own needs, along with a sup-
portive tax system to assure that these
plans are within their financial reach.

If the Senate can come up with a bet-
ter plan, let’s see it. But one thing
should be clear: inaction is not an op-
tion.

———

LOYALTY OF COMMANDER IN
CHIEF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, amidst
the breaking news alerts and tweets
that have overwhelmed our Nation
over the past several days, and as our
Nation tunes in to a hearing taking
place on the other side of the Capitol
as I speak, lies a simple question: Did
the President of the United States put
his own personal and political interests
above the interests of the American
people?

Congress cannot allow itself to be-
come desensitized to the gravity of
those accusations or be deterred from
an aggressive, expeditious, and fully
independent investigation conducted in
full view of the American public, be-
cause the real victims of this inves-
tigation’s ‘‘cloud” are our constitu-
ents: Americans who wake up every
morning praying that their monthly
budget won’t be compromised by the
unexpected; who walk into their office
hoping that today isn’t the day that
that layoff notice arrives; who tuck
their son or daughter into bed at night
knowing that, despite working two
jobs, their kid won’t be afforded the
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same luxuries as their friend down the
street; who look to Washington for a
hand and instead see us forced to wres-
tle with an almost unbelievable ques-
tion: whether the leader of the free
world compromised the security of his
citizens and our democracy to a foreign
adversary.

Mr. Speaker, there has been an awful
lot of talk about loyalty in the past 24
hours. Let’s be very, very clear. The
American people should never have to
be reassured of the loyalty of their
Commander in Chief.

———
IN MEMORY OF GREGG ALLMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
Mr. Gregg Allman, award-winning rock
and roll singer and songwriter who
passed away in Savannah, Georgia, on
Sunday May 27, 2017, at the age of 69.

Mr. Allman will be remembered as
the keyboardist and distinctly soulful
voice of the Allman Brothers, a three-
time Grammy Award-winning South-
ern rock band whose popularity has
spawned generations of dedicated fol-
lowers throughout the world.

Born in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1947,
Mr. Allman and his brother, Duane,
were skilled guitarists and
keyboardists by the time they grad-
uated from high school. The brothers
went on to perform with a number of
small West Coast sound rock bands
throughout the 1960s, moving between
Los Angeles and Jacksonville, before
establishing the Allman Brothers Band
in 1969.

The band’s most popular songs in-
cluded ‘‘Midnight Rider,” ‘““Whipping
Post,” and ‘“Ramblin’ Man,”” which ref-
erences Macon’s Highway 41, where Mr.
Allman was laid to rest. These songs
will span the test of time and continue
to live on, even as the music industry
has drastically changed.

In 1973, Mr. Allman began a solo ca-
reer and enjoyed a great deal of success
as both a member of the Allman Broth-
ers and a solo act. In 1995, Allman and
the other members of the band were in-
ducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame.

I am proud that Mr. Allman chose to
call Savannah home, and I am honored
to have the opportunity to represent
such an outstanding artist.

REMEMBERING FRANK CHAPPELL, JR.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, 1 rise today to recognize the
groundbreaking and altruistic life of
Mr. Frank Chappell, who passed away
on Saturday, May 27, 2017, at the age of
85.

Originally from Quitman, Georgia,
Mr. Chappell always had a passion for
serving others. He grew up as an inte-
gral member of his church and joined
the Army directly after high school to
serve his country and fight in the Ko-
rean war. In the Army, he gained the
motivation he needed to continue his
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education, enrolling in Savannah State
University upon his return home from
Korea.

He moved to Savannah permanently
after graduation and continued using
his passion for service to make Savan-
nah a better place to live. In 1957, he
joined the Savannah police depart-
ment.

Mr. Chappell was in the second group
of African-American police officers the
department had ever hired. However, at
that time, these officers were still un-
able to drive in police cars or arrest po-
tential criminals. Nevertheless, Mr.
Chappell’s personable nature created a
connection with neighbors around Sa-
vannah that, before 1957, had felt
underrepresented.

He retired from the police force after
35 years but, subsequently, embarked
on another service position as a mem-
ber of the city council for Thunderbolt,
Georgia. During his term there, he was
instrumental in building a new town
hall and senior citizen building.

I am proud to thank Mr. Chappell, as
well as his family, for all of his out-
standing work in the Savannah com-
munity. He certainly will be missed.

AMERICAN PATRIOT AWARD WINNER JUDGE J.

ALEXANDER ATWOOD

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the out-
standing career of Judge Alex Atwood,
who received the American Patriot
Award from the Glynn County Vet-
erans Council on May 29, 2017. Each
year, one individual that has exhibited
leadership that positively impacts
Glynn County receives this award.

Mr. Atwood is certainly worthy of
this title. He started his career as a
local law enforcement officer before he
transitioned his knowledge of the law
into a career as a special agent with
the Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center, where he educated thousands
on the role of public defenders.

In Glynn County, Judge Atwood is
well known for his extraordinary legal
career, serving as a magistrate judge
for Glynn County and as a representa-
tive for Georgia’s 179th District in the
Georgia General Assembly. In this ca-
pacity, Judge Atwood has been a cham-
pion for Georgians. He introduced leg-
islation that set parameters for illegal
immigration, provides protections
against human trafficking, and gen-
erates structured legal reform.

Judge Atwood has found the time to
devote himself to a number of Glynn
County organizations, working with
each to make Glynn County a better
place. Judge Atwood is a beaming ex-
ample of leadership, and his career
serves as an important lesson in ful-
filling our civic duty as Americans.

———

THANKING HOWARD P.
MARGULEAS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RUI1z) for 5 minutes.
Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Howard Marguleas, a talented
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businessman, incredible father and
friend, and blessing to those who knew
him. He made a tremendous positive
impact on so many lives, including my
own. His list of achievements and con-
tributions to our Nation is long.

Sadly, he passed away June 1, 2017.
His spirit of service and leadership will
live for generations to come.

As a business leader, he took the
produce industry by storm as the prin-
cipal founder of Sun World Inter-
national. He brought many new prod-
ucts to American consumer markets,
like the delicious new seedless water-
melon, various new types of grapes,
and the Hawaiian pineapple.
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Sun World International became a
powerhouse produce company under his
watch, one of the largest in the Nation.
His business leadership was well recog-
nized.

He served on the California State
Board of Food and Agriculture as a key
adviser to Governor Pat Brown on
issues important to the many farmers,
ranchers, and consumers in California.
He was named as one of the most influ-
ential produce leaders of the past 100
years by the industry publication, The
Packer.

Mr. Marguleas was a genuinely good
man. His incredible heart of gold was
shown through his generosity as a phi-
lanthropist.

He championed healthcare access and
education, issues near and dear to my
own heart. He was vice chair at the
University of California at Riverside,
and served as a trustee at the Eisen-
hower Medical Center for more than 15
years.

He also helped found the Coachella
Valley Boys and Girls Club, which has
grown to five clubhouses serving thou-
sands of children across the valley.

This is just a small part of the in-
credible work he did as a philan-
thropist and community leader
throughout his life.

Mr. Marguleas was very special to me
and my family in a very deeply per-
sonal way. He gave my father, Gilbert,
the chance in life that transformed our
entire family. He gave my dad, who
didn’t finish high school, a good job
working at Sun World packing in Ther-
mal and a ticket to the middle class.

He promoted my dad to eventually
manage the plant. That allowed my
family to move from our trailer and
into our home in Coachella.

He used to give us Angels and Dodg-
ers baseball tickets and giant Hershey
chocolate bars for Christmas. For a kid
who loves chocolate, those giant bars
were like a gift from God Himself.

What really moves me is that he paid
for a full year of my undergrad studies
at UCLA, when my dad couldn’t afford
it. Imagine that. He helped a boy from
a trailer park, son of farmworkers,
achieve his dreams to be a doctor and
serve the community. He did so with-
out fanfare, headlines, or public rec-
ognition. He did it because he cared for
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my dad, my family, and me. Without
him, I wouldn’t be where I am today.

The amazing thing is that I am not
the sole person touched and trans-
formed by his kindness. There are so
many more. His generosity and kind-
ness are an inspiration.

My thoughts and prayers are with his
wife, Ardith, his four children, and nine
grandchildren. I know that Howard’s
legacy will live on because his work
touched so many across California and
the Nation.

So on behalf of the people of Califor-
nia’s 36th Congressional District; my
wife, Monica; my girls, Sky and Sage;
my mother, Blanca; my brother,
Robbin; and my sister, Star, thank
you, Mr. Marguleas. You will forever be
in our hearts.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF PHILLIP
D. LEDFORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Arizona (Ms. MCSALLY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Phillip D.
Ledford, Navy veteran, dog lover, pa-
triot, and husband to Helene, his wife
of 41 years.

I was blessed to be Phil’s next-door
neighbor in Tucson for the last 20
years. Having lost my father at the age
of 12, Phil became a father figure to
me, and I loved him deeply.

Phil was born in Ohio and joined the
Navy in 1963, at the age of 17, requiring
his father to approve his enlistment.
After 4 years serving as a boilerman
and traveling the world, he
transitioned to civilian life. After
working in Ohio as a commercial re-
frigerator technician, Phil, Helene, and
their beloved English Setter named
Molley moved to Tucson.

Phil and his best friend and brother-
in-law Mike would go on adventures in
the desert and mountains, exploring
old mines, gold prospecting, and hiking
the beautiful landscapes of Arizona.

After Molley passed away, Phil and
Helene couldn’t imagine bringing an-
other dog into their broken hearts for
a while. Slowly, my Golden Retriever,
Penelope, started to melt his heart,
and soon they were spending their days
together. Phil and Helene cared for Pe-
nelope when I was deployed to Afghani-
stan, then drove across the country to
help me move when I got orders to Ala-
bama. Phil came out to babysit Penel-
ope and even drove her all the way
back to Tucson to be at home for a
while with Helene.

Phil volunteered to be a foster for
the local Golden Retriever rescue orga-
nizations. He took this responsibility
seriously, caring for many goldens
coming out of difficult circumstances.
One golden named Rudy had cancer,
and Phil agreed to care for him until
he passed. Rudy was deathly afraid of
thunder, but Phil discovered that
Rudy’s fears were cured if he was
riding in a car. So every time storms
came, Phil would load Rudy up—even
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borrowing Mike’s van so that Rudy
could enter more easily—and drive him
around so he wasn’t afraid during the
storm, even if the storm lasted all
night—no complaints and no questions
asked.

When I returned home to Tucson, we
cut a hole in the wall between the two
houses, and we had doggy doors, food
bowls, toys, and treats in both places.
Penelope happily lived in both of her
homes again, roaming freely. What a
life. What love.

Phil was with me when Penelope
passed in 2014. Within a few weeks,
Phil’s best friend Mike went to be with
the Lord after battling Agent Orange-
caused cancer for years. It was a rough
spring for Phil, losing his best guy
friend and furry friend so quickly.

Despite our grief, we soon welcomed
a rescue golden named Boomer into our
lives and hearts. Boomer was a 10-
month-old, energetic handful, and Phil
got to work with his training, coach-
ing, and love.

Phil was a patriot, who loved his
country, God, and valued a hard day’s
work. He was a skilled tradesman, who
was always eager to pull out his tools
and try to fix literally anything that
broke in the house or car.

Those of us who knew him best and
loved him called him our favorite cur-
mudgeon. He was stubborn and opin-
ionated but would literally give you
the shirt off his back or the last dollar
in his wallet.

He used to scold me on my lack of
discipline with the dogs. Boomer would
get rambunctious with me and not lis-
ten but was perfectly well behaved
with Phil. I realized, finally, that
Boomer saw me as a litter mate and
Phil as the pet parent.

In November 2015, Phil was diagnosed
with head and neck cancer. The last
yvear and a half, he navigated an ex-
tremely difficult journey. He channeled
his stubbornness towards his fight
against cancer and refused to give up
or get down. His deep character traits
of selflessness, faith, love, courage, and
humility were tested and purified on
this walk. He was a hero and example
to all of us in the face of extreme pain,
suffering, adversity, and eventually the
end of his physical life.

In mid-April, the cancer came back
with a vengeance and rapidly spread.
The pain was unbearable at times, and
it was so difficult for us to watch him
suffer.

Two weeks ago yesterday, he took a
turn for the worse. I flew home from
D.C. to be with him. After a long night,
Helene, Boomer, and I were by his side,
praying he would be willing to let go
and be received into God’s holy em-
brace. He was unconscious for over 24
hours, but in that prayer, he scrunched
his eyes closed twice, took his last
breath, and went to be with the Lord,
finally free of all the suffering and
fully restored.

We could all learn a lot from Phil
Ledford. He did not live a complicated
life and found pure joy in simple and
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beautiful things: a walk with a beloved
dog; exploring with his best friend
Mike; watching football with his
adored bride, Helene; tinkering with
the furnace or his Jeep; a walk and cas-
ual dinner at our local favorite res-
taurant, Papa Locos; driving me to the
airport or events with constituents;
taking care of and protecting those
whom he loved. He didn’t seek glory,
fame, or riches, but humanity, integ-
rity, loyalty, and service.

Phil Ledford was a good man with a
large heart and a selfless spirit. I truly
could not have served in my calling in
uniform and in Congress without his
love and support. He directed us to not
have a memorial service or funeral, but
he never said anything about a speech
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives. It is the least I could do to
honor his impact on my life and all
those blessed to know him and love
him, human and furry. We love you and
miss you, Phil. As the song says: ‘“‘Go
rest high on that mountain. Son, your
work on Earth is done.”

————
UNDERPAYMENT OF EMPLOYEES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. KHANNA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express a simple principle:
People who are working to bag gro-
ceries should not have to rely on gov-
ernment assistance, on nutrition as-
sistance, to be able to buy groceries.
Yet, across this country, there are
thousands of workers who go and put in
a full day’s work yet can’t afford the
basic necessities of food and clothing.

And it is the taxpayers, all of us, that
bear the responsibility for the under-
payment by large corporations. A
Berkeley study has said that this un-
derpayment by large corporations, low
wages, is costing the American tax-
payers $153 billion a year.

I am proud to introduce the Cor-
porate Responsibility and Taxpayer
Protection Act with nine other col-
leagues that would require companies
to be responsible for the underpayment
of their employees. The idea is simple:
If people are putting in a hard day’s
work and a full week’s work, they de-
serve wages that will allow them to be
part of the middle class. Too often,
what happens is corporations, even if
they are paying a $15 minimum wage,
will adjust an employee’s hours so that
they don’t get more take-home pay for
the month.

What this bill will do is say that a
corporation that isn’t paying a fair
wage, where employees are relying on
government assistance, the corporation
is responsible for that government as-
sistance. It is not the taxpayers who
should be paying for that; it is the cor-
porations who should be held respon-
sible for the underpayment of wages.

My hope is that none of the corpora-
tions will have to pay this tax. That
they will do the right thing by working
families in the middle class. That they
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will recognize that, in a time of record
corporate profits, they can afford to
pay a decent wage.

I am hopeful that this bill will re-
ceive bipartisan support, because it is
the very premise of this country that if
you work hard, if you play by the rules,
you should be able to be part of the
middle class.

——
CIVILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues and fellow
citizens to elevate our political dis-
course in which we participate for the
good of our country.

Some of what I see in America
grieves me. The partisan divide grows
more volatile, and decency shrinking
in our political dialogue. Many on the
left continue to say, Mr. Trump is ‘‘not
my President.” And in the past, some
on the right have said, Mr. Obama is
“not my President.”

Now we have people who think it is
comical to be photographed with the
depiction of the President’s bloodied
head. I can only think of real-life intel-
ligence photos I have viewed of inno-
cent men and women shortly after
their decapitation at the hands of a
terrorist. Escalating America’s polit-
ical discussion to actions like what Ms.
Griffin is guilty of undermines our Na-
tion’s discourse and weakens the unity
of our citizens, and I don’t know where
it stops.

I fear we are pulling apart. The left
and right should not hate each other.
As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as-
serted: ‘‘Hate cannot drive out hate:
only love can do that.” We must be
able to disagree, debate, and then
strive together for America. When we
pull apart, our Nation weakens and our
citizens become more vulnerable. I fear
that if we continue down this path, the
political wedge will be so ugly it will
not be so easily repaired.
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It is this pulling apart that caused us
not to pass a defense spending bill on
time for almost a decade. Our military
leaders have stated we are back to the
hollow force of the 1970s due to this
congressional malpractice. Our Navy is
unable to fly half of their aircraft; the
Army only has 3 of their 58 combat bri-
gades fully ready to deploy; and our
Air Force pilots fly less hours today
than they did during the hollow force
years.

In other words, the partisan rancor
has undermined our Nation’s defense,
and our servicemen and -women are
paying for this price in readiness. If
North Korea, Russia, or another threat
tries to take advantage of our weak-
nesses, our great warriors will pay for
it with their blood.

I love our country and our represent-
ative democracy. We have had our
times of extreme divide. At the begin-
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ning of our Nation’s history, there were
very aggressive debates between the
followers of John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson, for example. We saw strife
during Andrew Jackson’s Presidency,
when many of his opponents feared he
was going to be America’s Napoleon,
and we survived those times.

But let us not forget the bitter acri-
mony leading up to the 1860s, when we
saw physical assaults on the floor of
Congress. That divide was only solved
after over 600,000 Americans died in the
Civil War.

Let us debate the issues. I have al-
ready held five townhalls myself to en-
gage in the essential debates to im-
prove our country, and I will hold
more. But when it comes to the vitriol
and verbal assaults, let us all take a
knee and reflect.

Are we taking our Nation to a poten-
tial precipice of a disaster if we keep
turning up the volume of this partisan-
ship?

Earlier this year, the congressional
freshman class signed a civility pledge.
I again pledge civility, but I also im-
plore our Nation to include our media
and entertainment to reflect on the
tone and ugliness that we are seeing.
Let us rein in the anger and disrespect.
I implore our President, our Senate, all
of us in the people’s House, all of our
citizens, let us raise the bar of our de-
bate and treat each other with respect.
Let us not cross the line between criti-
cizing the issues to criticizing the per-
son.

I have served in the military next to
many great Americans for nearly 30
yvears, and we all swore to protect and
defend every American with our lives,
regardless of our party affiliations. In
fact, I rarely knew if a person was a
Republican or a Democrat during my
time in the Air Force.

Let us not forget, too, that, during
our history, 1.2 million Americans gave
their lives in the defense of this coun-
try. They were Democrats, Repub-
licans, Independents. Some had no
party at all. Some were Federalists.
Some were Whigs. They paid the ulti-
mate price so we could have the privi-
lege of a free and open debate that we
enjoy today. They fought and died so
our citizens could be the sovereigns of
our Nation.

Let us turn away from the anger,
outrage upon outrage, away from the
character assassinations. Let us turn
toward civil debate and contend for our
ideas and values in a manner pursuant
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. When we lose an election, re-
gardless of the party, let us do so
gracefully, and respect the will of the
voters and the Constitution. Let us
agree when we agree, and respectfully
disagree when we disagree. But to re-
sist at all costs, on every issue, is dam-
aging to our country.

Today, some are calling for impeach-
ment of our President. With the facts
that we have, it is wrong and it is put-
ting politics over the well-being of our
country, and we are better than this.
Let us turn down the volume.
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CONGRATULATING NORTH HALL
HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it is a joy today that I rise to con-
gratulate North Hall High School on
winning the State baseball champion-
ship in Georgia in their class. This is
especially happy for me because I am a
Trojan. I graduated from North Hall
High School in 1984.

It is amazing that it seems that long
ago, but it is also looking back as one
of the first sports championships in
baseball that they have received, and it
is a truly exciting time in our commu-
nity. I have watched these young men
grow up, many with my own son play-
ing ball, and it is exciting to see that
fulfillment.

At the start of the season, the team
rallied around the promise of ‘‘Leave
No Doubt.” It reminded North Hall
players and coaches to offer the best ef-
fort without exception and to prove
wrong anyone who doubted their poten-
tial for success.

Persevering in the 2017 season was no
small task. The team opened the first
round of the State playoffs, in fact,
with a 6-1 loss. Few people expected
the Trojans to recover after that game,
but they followed it with 10 straight
wins.

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that
North Hall earned the title of State
Champion.

This victory serves as a testament to
the team’s determination and a re-
minder to us all that dedication, even
in the most unlikely circumstances,
does pay off. Whenever we give up, we
surrender our dreams.

To the young men that I have
watched grow up, the young men in our
community who now hold the title of
State Champion, I say congratulations.
HONORING ARMY LIEUTENANT COLONEL TERRY

BARRON

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of retired
Army Lieutenant Colonel Terry Bar-
ron, Georgia’s first female Blackhawk
helicopter pilot. My neighbors in the
city of Gainesville recently declared
May 25 to be Terry Barron Day in
honor of this outstanding servicemem-
ber.

Lieutenant Colonel Barron served in
the Georgia National Guard for 30
years and, in 2011, was deployed to Iraq.

In addition to her military service,
Lieutenant Colonel Barron served as a
math professor and the former chair of
Brenau University’s math and science
department. In this role, she equipped
students with the knowledge and skills
that allowed them to pursue careers in
math and science.

As both a soldier and a professor,
Lieutenant Colonel Barron has lived a
life dedicated to serving and empow-
ering others, making them more con-
fident as they approach the challenges
of each new day.

I would like to commend Lieutenant
Colonel Barron for her service to
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northeast Georgia and on behalf of her
country.
PUTTING PEOPLE BACK IN POWER

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as I rise today, it is a good day on
the floor of the House. It is a good day
for those of us who have went before
the voters on occasions and said that
one of the issues that we have to take
up in Washington, D.C., is removing
the barriers to letting everyday people
get up and be able to access the finan-
cial markets, to access their business
opportunities, to follow their hopes,
dreams, and ambitions. And on the
floor of the House today, we will fulfill
that.

We will take up and pass the Finan-
cial CHOICE Act, which repeals Dodd-
Frank, which takes the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau, which
many of us believe is unconstitu-
tional—how could a body of Congress
actually empower an agency that we
have no control over, no accountability
to us, they do as they want to do and,
yet, control so much of our economy?

Today we take a step forward. We
take a step forward to putting people
back in power, to letting our commu-
nity banks and our credit unions get
back to doing what they do best, and
that is treating their community and
their people with respect, finding
loans, opening up possibilities, having
that next dream of someone who says,
“I just want to take this opportunity,”’
and being able to fund it.

You see, a lot has been said, and
there are distractions everywhere, Mr.
Speaker. We understand that many say
nothing is getting done, but I look
back and I say that the Republican ma-
jority is moving forward.

We have a new Supreme Court Jus-
tice. We have passed 14 CRAs, rolling
back almost $18 billion in compliance
costs of regulations promulgated by
the former administration.

We have begun the process of doing
what we said we are doing by replacing
a failed healthcare system in which we
have just found out in Ohio, Nebraska,
Iowa, Georgia, that premiums have
skyrocketed, where markets are no
longer viable, where insurance is not
there, and even if it is there, there are
many places where they can buy it but
not use it. That is health insurance,
not healthcare. In fact, that is nothing
for those who need it.

You see, in Congress, we are moving
forward. It is an agenda led by the ad-
ministration, with the House and the
Senate working together to say that
we believe in the American people. We
believe that the spirit of America is
found in the individual hometowns, in
the individual spirits that live there,
not in a government that is controlled
completely from Washington, D.C.,
where Washington says we know best.
It is time we unleash the spirit again.
Through this House, that process is
starting today.

The Financial CHOICE Act is a ful-
fillment of a promise, and there are
many more to come.
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DODD-FRANK HINDERS ECONOMIC
GROWTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, for the
past 8 years, we have been stuck in the
slowest economic recovery in 70 years.
With all the debate about the Financial
CHOICE Act today, a simple question
gets to the heart of the matter: Do we
want to grow again?

I contend, Mr. Speaker, the answer
is—the answer has to be a resounding
yves. It has to be yes because there is a
moral imperative at play. The Finan-
cial CHOICE Act is about ending a
stagnant status quo that is crushing
our economy and opportunity.

Multiple studies show that the Dodd-
Frank Act has hindered economic
growth. One study estimates that, be-
cause of the overregulation we have
seen since the 2008 financial crisis,
there are 650,000 fewer small businesses
than there otherwise would be, which
would have provided 6.5 million jobs.
That is 6.5 million people not utilizing
their God-given talents for the better-
ment of society. That is 6.5 million
people not paying the Social Security,
Medicare, and income taxes that we
need to fund critical programs.

Some just want to raise taxes on the
already-burdened taxpayers. I say, let
us get new taxpayers into the game.
Having more taxpayers helps us to pay
for programs for veterans, education,
medical research to find cures for dis-
eases like Alzheimer’s and cancer, tax-
payers to help fund the national de-
fense.

A couple of weeks ago, I visited a
senior center in my district and had
some very special conversations. Folks
told me about the days when there
were lots of jobs in factory towns in
western Pennsylvania, and one World
War II veteran showed me his Bronze
Star.

These individuals are counting on us
to allow an economy to grow that will
create the taxpayers who can help pay
for the critical programs that support
them, that pay for their care.

We have a moral obligation, Mr.
Speaker, to restore healthy growth to
this economy. Today, let us pass the
Financial CHOICE Act. Let us move
from overregulation to right-sized reg-
ulation. Let us unclog the flow of cap-
ital to small businesses. Let us unclog
consumers’ access to credit. Let us
lower the cost of financial services for
everyday consumers. Let us bring an
end to the anti-growth policies of the
last 8 years and move into a much
brighter, more prosperous future for
everyone.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.
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Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 56
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of grace and goodness, thank
You for giving us another day.

We ask Your blessing of strength and
perseverance that each Member might
best serve their constituents and our
entire Nation.

May it be their purpose to see to the
hopes of so many Americans, so as to
authenticate the grandeur and glory of
the ideals and principles of our demo-
cratic Republic with the work they do.

Grant that the men and women of the
people’s House find the courage and
wisdom to work together to forge solu-
tions to the many needs of our Nation
and ease the anxieties of so many.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. CRAWFORD) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CRAWFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, June is Alz-
heimer’s Awareness Month. Alz-

heimer’s is a progressive disease that
leads to memory loss and other chal-
lenges in brain and physical function.
Ultimately, it is fatal.

More than 5 million Americans are
living with Alzheimer’s, including over
220,000 residents of Illinois. Every 66
seconds, another American is diag-
nosed with this disease, and the rate of
new cases are increasing. It has become
our Nation’s sixth leading cause of
death.

Last year, Congress and the White
House worked in a bipartisan manner
to enact the 21st Century Cures Act.
The legislation transforms our health
research system to speed up the fight
against Alzheimer’s and other diseases,
but that is just the start. Let’s keep
working together to end this dev-
astating disease.

———

DISMANTLING THE CONSUMER
FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as a member of the Financial
Services Committee in strong opposi-
tion to the Financial CHOICE Act, or,
more appropriately titled, the ‘“Wrong”’
CHOICE Act.

The proponents of this bill claim it is
about regulatory relief for our Nation’s
community banks, but it is not. This
bill guts the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau, an organization that
was developed to protect consumers
from unfair, deceptive, abusive prac-
tices.

Mr. Speaker, I stand here today be-
cause the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau has done amazing things.
This bill would dismantle it, dismantle
a Bureau that just in 6 years has recov-
ered almost $12 billion for over 29 mil-
lion Americans.

Mr. Speaker, this is the wrong
choice. This bill returns the American
economy to the deregulatory state that
led us to the great financial crisis and
the deepest recession since the Great
Depression.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no’ on this bill, because the fun-
damental question is, it does not pro-
vide choice or hope or opportunity for
investors or for entrepreneurs.
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IN MEMORY OF STAFF SERGEANT
ROBERT DALE VAN FOSSEN

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in memory of Staff Sergeant
Robert Dale Van Fossen of the Army
National Guard and celebrate his re-
turn home after more than half a cen-
tury.

In November 1952, Staff Sergeant Van
Fossen boarded an aircraft and took off
from McChord Air Base in Tacoma,
Washington, to Elmendorf Air Force
Base in Alaska. In midflight, the plane
disappeared in bad weather near Mid-
dleton Island in the Gulf of Alaska. Al-
though some wreckage was found, no
remains were recovered, and the De-
partment of Defense notified the vic-
tims’ families that they would have no
remains to bury.

Van Fossen’s parents held a memo-
rial service for their son in Greenbrier
at the Macedonia Baptist Church.
Though all hope seemed lost, the Van
Fossen family kept trying to solve the
mystery.

For many years, they made efforts to
learn about the crash. His sister Wilma
Jean shared stories about it with her
son Kevin Caid, and Kevin Caid began
to seek as much information as he
could regarding his late uncle.

In June 2012, on a training mission, a
Black Hawk Army National Guard unit
discovered the wreckage only 12 miles
away from the original crash site of
the C-124. After closer inspection of the
spot, it was determined it was indeed
the missing plane from 1952.

Finally, in March 2016, Staff Ser-
geant Robert Dale Van Fossen’s re-
mains were confirmed found in Alaska.
Along with the news of his remains
being found, the family was informed
that he would be returning home.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to say that
Staff Sergeant Robert Dale Van Fossen
finally returned home last month and
is now at last buried next to his sister
Wilma Jean Caid at the Cleburne Coun-
ty Memorial Gardens.

———

PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great disgust that I rise in
condemnation of President Trump’s
withdrawal of the United States from
the Paris climate accord.

Despite his promise to make America
great again, the President’s pullout
from this agreement does exactly the
opposite. It puts America behind 194
other countries that have placed truth
and reality over ignorance.

Climate change is real and it is man-
made. It is a threat that must be ad-
dressed, and it is extremely frustrating
that this administration has chosen to
withdraw from the global fight against
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global warming. This pullout sends a
message that the United States is no
longer interested in leading the efforts
to stop global warming, and it is a self-
inflicted wound and undercuts trust in
American leadership.

Withdrawal from the Paris Agree-
ment will not save the coal industry, it
won’t make America great again, and
it is another impulsive and destructive
decision by this administration that
hurts our future.

———

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY AND
DODD-FRANK

(Mr. TROTT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, during my
first term in Congress, I had the oppor-
tunity to join Habitat for Humanity on
one of their builds back in Oakland
County, Michigan. It was a lot of fun
and time well spent.

Earlier this year, I met with Habitat
and heard about their struggle to pro-
vide affordable homes under the regu-
lations imposed by Dodd-Frank. Habi-
tat for Humanity relies on the gen-
erosity of so many: not just volunteers
who build the home or donate to their
cause, but those who provide profes-
sional services free of charge.

Of course a home needs to be ap-
praised before a loan is approved, and
many times professional appraisers
volunteer their services. Under Dodd-
Frank, however, that is not allowed.
Dodd-Frank mandates that appraisers
receive customary and reasonable com-
pensation for their services. This
means Habitat can no longer accept do-
nated services. In fact, Habitat told me
that the complex Dodd-Frank rules
have tripled the cost of loans.

That is why I introduced the HOME
Act; and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the act, as it is part of the
CHOICE Act we are considering later
today. Let’s make sure Habitat can
continue its important mission.

——————

PULLING OUT OF THE PARIS
AGREEMENT

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
express my deep disappointment that
President Trump intends to pull the
United States out of the historic Paris
climate agreement. This agreement is
a powerful symbol of America’s
strength and global leadership. It
promised a bright future for our Nation
and the world powered by clean energy.

America was poised to lead that
clean energy revolution. Instead, the
world is now making plans to move
ahead without us. Jobs will be created
without us. New industries will be born
and new innovative technologies manu-
factured without us. If we stick with
this President’s decision, America will
be on the outside looking in.

I want to make one thing perfectly
clear. I am still in, and so are more
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than 1,000 of America’s most forward-
thinking cities, States, universities,
and businesses, including the cities of
Albany, Schenectady, and Saratoga
Springs, Union and Skidmore Colleges,
and SUNY Albany. So are millions of
our fellow Americans and communities
in every single congressional district
across our great Nation. Together, we
will embrace the climate economy,
even if our President does not.
President Trump’s decision is a scar
on America’s image, but the American
people will continue to demand leader-
ship on reducing carbon pollution. Our
children and our grandchildren are
counting on us. Let’s not fail them.

———

COMMUNITY BANKS AND DODD-
FRANK

(Mrs. ROBY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, since the
enactment of Dodd-Frank in 2010, a
total of 357 financial institutions have
been forced out of business. Four com-
munity banks in Alabama are on that
list. That amounts to nearly $7.5 bil-
lion less in Alabama’s economy that
could be lent to small businesses and
farmers. In all, nearly 20 percent of
Alabama’s community banks have ei-
ther closed or been forced to merge
under Dodd-Frank.

Why is this happening? Because
homegrown banks can’t keep up with
the crazy compliance costs that Dodd-
Frank mandates. Here is an example:

One credit union in Alabama’s
Wiregrass region, their compliance de-
partment size has tripled. They esti-
mate that these new costs have limited
their growth by as much as $60 million.
That is not right. Hometown lenders in
Alabama didn’t cause the financial cri-
sis of 2009, but now they and their cus-
tomers are paying the price.

There is no question we need strong
laws to govern our financial markets,
but Dodd-Frank is not the answer. We
now have a chance to fix this broken
law, untangle this regulatory web, and
unleash the capital investment that is
so crucial to economic growth.

I urge my colleagues to support the
CHOICE Act.

WITHDRAWING FROM THE PARIS
CLIMATE ACCORD

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because the safety and future of
the American people is in jeopardy.

Last week, the President made the
irresponsible decision to withdraw the
United States from the Paris climate
accord. Military and national security
leaders have asserted the need to ad-
dress climate change as an imminent
global threat. Removal from the Paris
accord abdicates America’s global lead-
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ership and increases the likelihood of
climate disasters.

However, where our President has
failed, State and local leaders are step-
ping up and leading. For example, last
week, California’s Governor, Jerry
Brown, brokered an agreement with
China on reducing emissions. On the
campaign trail, the President had a lot
to say about China taking American
jobs, but when he had the chance to
pave the way to create American job
growth, he failed.

We must combat climate change and
continue to deploy clean energy
sources across the Nation that benefit
our national security and create jobs.

——————

NATIONAL HEMP HISTORY WEEK

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, this week
is National Hemp History Week.

Industrial hemp is a crop that can be
used to produce more than 25,000 prod-
ucts, from textiles and fabrics to com-
posites, auto parts, or even food. Hemp
is such an industrial crop that, during
World War II, the USDA produced a
film encouraging farmers to grow hemp
to support the war effort because tex-
tiles and fibers were in such short sup-
ply.

George Washington, Thomas Jeffer-
son, James Madison, and James Mon-
roe all grew hemp. Today, however, in-
dustrial hemp is largely illegal for
widespread production because the
Controlled Substances Act does not
make the distinction between hemp
and marijuana.

Both are varieties of the cannabis
plant, but that is where the similar-
ities end. Unlike marijuana, hemp is
high in fiber that makes it so useful
and only has miniscule amounts of
PSC.

In 2004, Congress began to recognize
the differences when it passed the 2014
farm bill, which included language to
allow industrial hemp pilot programs.
Today, more than 30 States have en-
acted laws to legalize industrial hemp
for research or commercial purposes.

I was proud to lead the effort to cre-
ate a hemp program in Kentucky that
has been highly successful, with nearly
250 permitted growers and small busi-
nesses today. Now we need to take the
next step in bringing hemp into the
mainstream as a crop.

I look forward to continuing to work
with my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to advance legislation to make in-
dustrial hemp a legal crop for the farm-
ers of Kentucky and across the United
States of America.

———
0 1215
PROTECT AND EXPAND
MONUMENT DESIGNATIONS

(Mr. O’'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, today
marks the 111th anniversary of the An-
tiquities Act. Over more than a cen-
tury, Presidents of both parties have
preserved and opened to the public over
157 monuments, like the Grand Canyon
by President Theodore Roosevelt, or
Zion in Utah by President William
Howard Taft, or the Pacific National
Monument in Hawaii by President
George W. Bush. It is also connected to
our economy and jobs, with 7 million
jobs in the United States connected to
outdoor recreation in our national
monuments.

While this administration is review-
ing certain monuments, we need to
protect the ones that we already have,
like Organ Mountains National Monu-
ment in New Mexico, or Bears Ears Na-
tional Monument in Utah.

We also need to think about expand-
ing national monuments where we have
heritage that we want to preserve, like
Castner Range, that preserves 10,000
years of human history and civilization
in El Paso, Texas, where the United
States and Mexico meet.

Mr. Speaker, let’s work together to
strengthen the Antiquities Act and not
diminish its protections.

————

FREE SPEECH

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, people who are the loudest in
proclaiming their tolerance are often
the most intolerant people of all.

This has been proven in spades this
year at the most liberal leftwing col-
lege campuses all over this country.
Almost all colleges and universities
now have programs or offices sup-
posedly promoting diversity. However,
this diversity apparently does not
apply to conservatives.

Probably the least diverse groups in
this Nation today are the faculties of
our universities. And while almost ev-
eryone in higher education will say
they are for freedom of speech, con-
servative students know they can ex-
press their views only at the risk of
lower grades.

In addition, almost no leading con-
servatives are invited to be college
commencements speakers. This year,
we have even seen very hateful dem-
onstrations and some violence at uni-
versities when conservative speakers
have been invited to speak at these
supposed bastions of free speech. Some
of the young student haters conducting
their far-left demonstrations would
have fit right in during the book-burn-
ing, anti-free speech days in Nazi Ger-
many.

———

FOOD POLICY IS FOREIGN POLICY

(Mr. EVANS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, for years, I
have said: Food policy is foreign pol-
icy.
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And I will say it again: Our food pol-
icy is our foreign policy.

Think about it. Food unites family
and friends. Food is nutritional. Food
is medicine. Food is the cement that
sets a foundation for strong, healthy
neighborhoods.

Just as Senator Dole and Senator
McGovern worked together to rebuild
SNAP, expand our School Lunch Pro-
gram, and create WIC to fight hunger
40 years ago, we know food security is
a bipartisan issue.

In Philadelphia, 20 percent of our
population is food insecure, meaning 1
in 5 Philadelphians often don’t know
where their next meal will come from.
To make our neighborhoods stronger
block by block, we need to lay the
framework for a strategy that gives
our cities the resources to tackle this
issue.

Believe me when I say that I know
our country is facing trying times we
have never seen before. From Comey to
Russia, to the President’s budget, and
the Republican attack on healthcare, 1
know firsthand that the Nation has a
lot to lose under this administration.

This is why we need to ensure that
we have more tools in our toolbox. It is
time to retool to fight hunger.

Food is the glue that keeps neighbor-
hoods and nations united. Together,
let’s roll up our sleeves and work to re-
tool the way we fight hunger in our cit-
ies, our Nation, and around the globe.
Our food policy is our foreign policy.

———

HONORING AIR FORCE CAPTAIN
JOE SMITH

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor an
American hero, Air Force Captain Joe
Smith, as he makes his final flight
home.

Though it has been nearly half a cen-
tury since the 25-year-old fighter pilot
was fatally shot down during the Viet-
nam war, he will finally be laid to rest
in his hometown of Assumption, Illi-
nois.

Thanks to the efforts of the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency, a group
which searches the world for missing
American veterans, the remains of Joe
Smith were identified, along with his
plane, by using DNA analysis. The ef-
fort made to bring him home all these
years later is a true testament to the
military’s motto of no soldier left be-
hind.

Those who knew Joe remember him
as being a bright, polite young man,
who was well educated, earning his
master’s degree in business at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame and Washington
University.

Though he did not have to, Joe went
willingly into the service, where he
began as a first lieutenant and quickly
worked his way up to the promotion of
being a captain.
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With the help of the Assumption His-
torical Society, Joe’s widow, Elaine
Mills, a native of Decatur, has worked
hard to keep his memory alive and
honor his service to our Nation.

I hope to do the same by recognizing
him today on this House floor. Joe is a
true hero. This country and this House
will long remember his valor.

——————

MARSHALL PLAN

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, 70 years
ago this week, Secretary of State
George Marshall proposed an ambitious
plan to rebuild Europe following the
devastation of World War II.

Out of the Marshall Plan’s trans-
atlantic spirit of shared interests and
economic cooperation, stronger mili-
tary integration arose in the form of
NATO. NATO, alongside the European
Union, have formed the pillars of a
safe, secure, and strong Europe while
promoting the U.S. security and eco-
nomic interests, our interests.

We must be firm in our commitment
to article 5 of the NATO treaty. If
America’s commitment to the alliance
is doubted, either by other NATO coun-
tries or adversaries of NATO, the peace
secured by the United States and its al-
lies will be threatened, make no mis-
take about it.

This is the longest peacetime period
in Europe in over 1,000 years, which is
really remarkable, and we should not
take it for granted. It is our responsi-
bility in Congress and in the White
House to ensure that global order se-
cured by NATO is strengthened, not
damaged.

So it is important that we recognize
this 70th anniversary of the Marshall
Plan.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY
GOSEK

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of a longtime
central New York ovarian cancer advo-
cate, Mary Gosek, who recently lost
her own tremendous battle with the
horrible disease.

Through her work as president of the
Oswego Chapter of Hope for Heather,
Mary devoted countless hours to edu-
cating women and men throughout our
community on the symptoms and
causes of ovarian cancer. Her great
passion for finding a cure inspired
many and gave hope to those who were
suffering.

Mary’s strength and determination
was most visible in her efforts to raise
awareness for ovarian cancer. Whether
she was working together with her hus-
band, Ed, to turn the Oswego State’s
ice hockey arena teal, organizing a teal
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takeover of the Oswego Speedway, or
sharing her own experiences in Wash-
ington or Albany, Mary was committed
to saving lives. Her spirit and tenacity
in the fight against ovarian cancer will
always be remembered. May it serve as
an inspiration for others.

In Mary’s memory, I will continue to
advocate for increased funding for re-
search into cures, treatment, and pre-
vention so that we can someday know
a day free of ovarian cancer. May her
name forever be remembered in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Rest peacefully, Mary.

————
HONORING STEVE HARDY

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the memory of
Mayor Steve Hardy of Vacaville, Cali-
fornia, a man who dedicated his life to
service, first in the U.S. Navy for 5
years, then as a policeman, and later in
the California State Senate, where I
had the privilege of working with him
when he was the staff director of the
Governmental Organization Com-
mittee.

During his tenure as mayor, he led
the city through a very difficult pe-
riod—the Great Recession—revising
the city’s finances, bringing it back to
vitality, and also continuing the role of
Vacaville as one of the major cities in
my district. It was a great pleasure
working with him during those years.

His marriage of 46 years to his wife,
Jerri, is a testament not only to his
service to the community, but also to
his family. He is survived by his chil-
dren. I look forward to his memory and
to the future of Vacaville.

————
DEBBIE’S KIDNAPPING STORY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Americans once thought that the hor-
rors of human trafficking were a for-
eign problem. However, traffickers
lurk all around us right here in Amer-
ica.

Debbie’s mother thought nothing of
letting her young daughter meet a
friend in front of their yard one night
to play. Her mother didn’t realize her
15-year-old daughter, who was clad in
her cartoon pajamas, was quickly ab-
ducted by two men in front of their
house.

These deviants threw Debbie in the
car, drugged her, and gang raped her.
They threatened to shoot her if she
ever tried to escape. For 60 days she
was forced to have sex with countless
men.

An anonymous tip led police to a
hotel room where they found Debbie
tied up and stashed under a bed. But
many trafficking victims are never res-
cued. We cannot allow this scourge to
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continue to rage in America. Our chil-
dren are not for sale, period.
And that is just the way it is.

———
REPEALING DODD-FRANK

(Mr. RASKIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise be-
cause the majority is expected to vote
today to repeal Dodd-Frank, the legis-
lation that we passed after Wall Street
predators in the mortgage meltdown
crisis cost the American people 8.7 mil-
lion jobs and $19 trillion, including $2.7
trillion in retirement savings. Ten mil-
lion Americans lost their homes and
entire communities were devastated.

But, amazingly, the majority wants
to destroy the most important piece of
financial safety legislation passed for
the American people in 75 years. They
call it the Financial CHOICE Act, but
what kind of choice does it give you?

It destroys the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, which has saved 26
million people nearly $12 billion from
scams and rip-offs. It destroys the
Volcker rule, which keeps banks from
making speculative bets with your
money.

The Financial CHOICE Act is the
wrong choice for America and a very
bad choice for Congress.

—————

CREATING OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL
AMERICANS

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, today the
House will take up and consider an im-
portant bill that will help create oppor-
tunity for all Americans: the Financial
CHOICE Act.

The Financial CHOICE Act repeals
the most harmful aspects of the Dodd-
Frank legislation that halted the flow
of capital to our constituents, de-
stroyed small community banks, frus-
trated small businesses, and generally
made life harder for Americans. The
Financial CHOICE Act provides relief
to Main Street businesses that had
nothing to do with the 2008 financial
crisis, but were slammed with onerous
and unnecessary regulations anyway.

Mr. Speaker, we need smart regula-
tions that protect consumers and make
our markets less risky. In many cases,
Dodd-Frank did the opposite, and this
has been a wet blanket on the econ-
omy, destroying jobs and opportunities
for millions of Americans.

Importantly, Mr. Speaker, the bill
also ends government bailouts for large
banks considered too big to fail once
and for all. It will cut our deficits by
$25 billion and finally subject the Fed-
eral Reserve to a proper audit.

Mr. Speaker, above all, our bill pro-
motes economic growth so that all
Americans can have the freedom and
ability to get the job they want, create
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the small business they have always
dreamed of, and secure their family’s
future.

PREPARING FOR DISASTER

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, with
hurricane season underway, my con-
stituents in Florida and all Americans
living in coastal regions are suscep-
tible to these devastating storms.

Disaster can strike at any time,
often with little warning. It is never
too early to prepare. Know your evacu-
ation routes and have a supply kit
ready. Also important, ensure your
home is structurally sound to with-
stand intense winds and rain.

Taking steps now to reinforce a roof
covering or protect an exterior window
could mean the difference between sav-
ing money in the long run and dealing
with major property damage.

That is why I am introducing the
SHELTER Act, to provide tax credits
to encourage people to stormproof
their homes and properties. This legis-
lation is about helping our commu-
nities be proactive when it comes to
preparing for hurricane season.

Our local emergency managers in
Pasco, Pinellas, and Hillsborough
Counties do an incredible job of ensur-
ing our communities are ready. But
preparedness must also begin at home.

———
0 1230

FRANCISCAN COMMUNITY
DEPARTS CONWELL-EGAN

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
over the last 60 years, the Franciscan
Friars shaped the lives of many stu-
dents and families that have passed
through the halls of Conwell-Egan
Catholic High School in lower Bucks
County. It is with a heavy heart that I
rise today to announce the departure of
the Franciscan community from
Conwell-Egan.

If you went to Egan like me, then
you knew Father Fidelis and Brother
Larry. Their service and the service of
more than 150 other Friars who have
ministered there have brought pro-
found grace and enrichment to the
lives of so many young men and women
throughout lower Bucks County.

The Franciscan Order at Conwell-
Egan reinforced the school mission of
building character through service,
achieving academic excellence, and
demonstrating a commitment to a life
full of learning.

Myself, my family, and the entire
lower Bucks County community are
forever grateful for their continuous
guidance and their continuous support.
As we say good-bye to these exemplary
individuals, true representatives of St.
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Francis, we wish them the best as they
move on to their next mission.

————

REPEAL OF CONSUMER PROTEC-
TIONS IS NOT WHAT AMERICAN
PEOPLE WANT

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to oppose the Financial CHOICE
Act, which abandons the American peo-
ple, as well as safety and soundness, in
favor of Wall Street.

Six megabanks now control two-
thirds of the financial sector in our
country and reaped record profits of
over $170 billion in 2016. That is too
much power in too few hands.

Current law has made progress in
protecting consumers from predatory
practices. Repeal of these consumer
protections is not what the American
people want.

This week, Congressman JONES and I
propose to table the current legislation
and replace it with our bipartisan bill,
the Prudent Banking Act, which rein-
states Glass-Steagall protections by
separating prudent banking from risky
Wall Street speculation that tanked
our economy in 2008.

The Rules Committee refused to
allow our bill a vote. Nevertheless, we
remain resolute.

Glass-Steagall is something Presi-
dent Trump ran on, as did BERNIE
SANDERS, and, in 2016, both the Repub-
lican and Democratic platforms en-
shrined policies to restore Glass-
Steagall protections.

Americans should know there is a
growing bipartisan consensus fighting
to protect the progress we have made,
rein in Wall Street, and keep the
wolves at bay and out of your pocket-
book.

I will be voting ‘‘no”’ on this bill and
urge my colleagues to do the same.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF LESLIE
SPAETH

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a beloved Warren Coun-
ty, Ohio, icon, Leslie Spaeth, who
passed away recently at the age of 92.

Mr. Spaeth was a dedicated husband
and father and grandfather and great-
grandfather. What made him so special
was his dedication, not only to his fam-
ily, but also to his community and to
his country.

Leslie Spaeth first served his Nation
as a corporal during World War II.

Throughout his life, he continued to
serve our community as a volunteer
firefighter, as president of the Mason
Council, as Warren County Auditor, as
a member of the Warren County Board
of Elections, and, finally, as the War-
ren County chairman of the Republican
Party.

In his personal time, he bettered the
lives of those around him, volunteering
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with the American Legion’s Buckeye
Boys State program and as an elder at
his church.

Mr. Speaker, Leslie Spaeth was a pa-
triot and a family man, and it has been
my honor to represent him in Congress
since Warren County came into my
congressional district. I wish his fam-
ily my sincere condolences as we say
good-bye to one of our finest.

———

PROVIDING RELIEF TO AMERICA’S
COMMUNITY FINANCIAL INSTI-
TUTIONS

(Mr. ROYCE of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to make the point: I am
from the State of California, and that
has long been the innovation capital
for new ideas in America, for high-tech,
and a place where a person with an idea
and hard work and a little startup cap-
ital can grow a business.

We have had a major problem with
respect to our community banks and
our credit unions, the smaller ones,
and that is they are going out of busi-
ness at a very fast, rapid clip. A large
percentage of them are struggling
under this Dodd-Frank legislation that
was passed in 2010.

Now, I think the legislation was well-
intended, but to put all the regulatory
burden and these costs on these small-
er institutions has ended up with this
one-size-fits-all regulation that makes
it very, very difficult for them to give
credit to entrepreneurs across our
State.

I think that many of the provisions
have been injurious, then, not only to
the community banks, the credit
unions, the smaller ones, but to the
small businesses, to the borrowers, and
to the savers that rely on these institu-
tions.

We do need to make adjustment in
this, and the Financial CHOICE Act
will provide, I think, much-needed re-
lief to the community financial insti-
tutions in a responsible and proactive
way. I think that the premise is
straightforward, which is a banking in-
stitution has to be strongly capitalized
and well-managed to get the off-ramp
from Dodd-Frank.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK) laid before the House the
following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 8, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 8, 2017, at 9:04 a.m.:
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That the Senate agreed to S. Res. 184.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———————

FINANCIAL CHOICE ACT OF 2017

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and submit extraneous mate-
rials on the bill, H.R. 10, the Financial
CHOICE Act of 2017.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 375 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 10.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 10) to
create hope and opportunity for inves-
tors, consumers, and entrepreneurs by
ending bailouts and Too Big to Fail,
holding Washington and Wall Street
accountable, eliminating red tape to
increase access to capital and credit,
and repealing the provisions of the
Dodd-Frank Act that make America
less prosperous, less stable, and less
free, and for other purposes, with Mr.
WOMACK in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. HEN-
SARLING) and the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MAXINE WATERS) each
will control 45 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, at
this time I proudly yield 1 minute to
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
RYAN), the distinguished Speaker of
the House.

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Chairman, I just want
to start off by thanking Chairman HEN-
SARLING and the entire Financial Serv-
ices Committee for their leadership on
this vital and important legislation.
Job well done.

The Financial CHOICE Act answers a
deep need at the very heart of our
economy. We have heard about this
need time and again from our constitu-
ents back home. I sure have.

Small businesses are struggling.
They have been unable to hire, invest,
or get the loans that they need to get
off the ground. Families looking to
keep their money safe are hit with fees
that they cannot afford.

And why is this? Our community
banks are in trouble. They are being
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crushed by the costly rules imposed on
them by the Dodd-Frank Act. This law
may have had good intentions, but its
consequences have been dire for Main
Street.

Let me put it this way: It is more
than 1,000 pages long and has more
rules and regulations than any other
Obama-era law. The burdens created
are real and deep.

These costs are unsustainable for
small community banks who simply
cannot afford to meet all the require-
ments and can’t hire a team of lawyers
to decipher the seemingly endless
rules.

So what do they do? They hunker
down. They are unable to loan out
money. Or worse, they are shutting
down.

The CHOICE Act reins in Dodd-
Frank, and it delivers the regulatory
relief these small banks so desperately
need. This will change our commu-
nities because these banks are the life-
blood of our Main Streets.

Where I come from, representing
towns small and medium, they are not
big companies in big cities getting
money from big banks. They are small-
and medium-size businesses in small-
and medium-size towns hoping the
community banker will be able to give
them the loan they need to hire some
people, to take a risk, to start a small
business, to expand their small busi-
ness. They know the needs of their
communities, and they are able to
identify the people who can fill those
needs successfully.

There is a reason why they handle
the vast majority of small-business
loans in this country: because they are
the ones who are the closest to the
small businesses.

Here is the difference: The people big
banks may overlook thinking it is
some guy with a pipe dream, the com-
munity banker is able to recognize
that as a father of four with the drive
to make his dream of a bicycle shop
into a reality or a woman seeking to
rent out retail space to open her dream
restaurant using her family recipes, or
maybe it is a young farmer with a new
idea to integrate the latest technology
into the family farm. The big banks
don’t pay attention to that; only com-
munity banks do.

A couple of years later, with the help
of these kinds of loans from these local
banks, these so-called pipe dreams in
these small towns and these rural
counties become successful businesses.
They become job creators. These are
the ultimate success stories that our
communities in America are built
upon.

This is why the Financial CHOICE
Act is so important. It helps commu-
nity banks and the small businesses
that absolutely depend on them, it
helps them thrive. It protects con-
sumers by increasing accountability
and transparency over the wider finan-
cial sector, and it also repeals ‘‘too big
to fail,” the rules codified by Dodd-
Frank that have left taxpayers on the
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hook for too long. Ultimately, the Fi-
nancial CHOICE Act is a jobs bill, and
it is one that will bring hope back to
Main Street.

It is easy to talk about the economy
and regulations as a series of numbers.
It is easy to talk in vague terms about
job creators and small-business owners.
But what is far more important is iden-
tifying the problems that they actually
face and actually doing something
about those problems to help make a
difference to improve their lives.

That is what this CHOICE Act is all
about. It is why we were sent here: to
look out for the people who work hard
and who do the right thing.

Let’s get this done for them. Let’s
get this done for the people who take
the risks, who live and breathe their
work, for the people who strive and
struggle every day for their families.
Let’s pass the CHOICE Act today.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Chairman, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

H.R. 10 is being called the ‘“Wrong”’
CHOICE Act by the American public
because this bill is truly the wrong
choice for all of us. Indeed, this is one
of the worst bills I have seen in my
time in Congress.

This bill is a vehicle for Donald
Trump’s agenda to deregulate and help
out Wall Street. It destroys nearly all
of the important policies we put in
place in the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act
to prevent another financial crisis and
protect consumers. This bill would cre-
ate vast harm and lead us right back to
the bad old days.

We all remember the suffering that
resulted from the Great Recession: $13
trillion in household wealth was lost;
11 million people lost their homes; the
unemployment rate hit 10 percent. The
impact was enormous and felt by all.
This bill would pave the way back to
economic damage of the same scale—or
worse.

The “Wrong’’ CHOICE Act guts the
highly successful Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, which works to
make sure that hardworking Ameri-
cans are not subjected to predatory
practices in the financial marketplace.

Since its creation, the Consumer Bu-
reau has returned nearly $12 billion to
more than 29 million consumers who
have been ripped off by financial insti-
tutions. This bill would foolishly put a
stop to the Consumer Bureau’s good
work and once again leave consumers
vulnerable.

That is not all. Across the board, the
“Wrong” CHOICE Act removes essen-
tial Dodd-Frank protections for con-
sumers, investors, and our economy.
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Despite what Republicans will tell
you, banks large and small are doing
just fine since the passage of Dodd-
Frank. Last year, they posted record
profits. Here is the bottom line: Donald
Trump and Republicans want to open
the door to another economic catas-
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trophe like the Great Recession and re-
turn us to a financial system where
reckless and predatory practices harm
our families and communities. We can-
not allow that to happen.

Mr. Chair, I urge all of my colleagues
to vote ‘‘no”” on this catastrophically
bad bill.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, it has been 7 years
since the Dodd-Frank Act was passed, a
monumental triumph of ideology over
compassion and common sense. All of
the promises of Dodd-Frank were bro-
ken. They promised us it would lift the
economy, Mr. Chairman, but, instead,
we are still stymied in the weakest,
slowest recovery in the postwar era.

They promised us that it would end
too big to fail, but, instead, it cyni-
cally codified too-big-to-fail banks in
the law and backed it up with a tax-
payer bailout fund.

It promised us, Mr. Chairman—they
promised us that it would lead to a
more stable economy, but, instead, the
big banks are bigger. The small banks
are fewer. We are losing a community
bank or credit union a day.

Our corporate bond market, a key
component of financing of jobs, his-

toric levels of volatility and
illiquidity.
They promised us, Mr. Chairman,

that it would help the consumer, but,
instead, we see free checking cut in
half at banks, bank fees are up. The
ranks of the unbanked have increased.

For many creditworthy borrowers,
they are paying $500 more for an auto
loan. Have you tried getting a mort-
gage recently? They are harder to come
by and cost hundreds of dollars more to
close.

Every promise of Dodd-Frank has
been broken. And, Mr. Chairman, we
hear about it every day. I heard from
Julieann, a banker in Massachusetts,
and she wrote, “ “‘We have experienced a
spike in loan declines to women,” for
their investigation identified that
women attempting to buy the family
home to settle their divorce and sta-
bilize their family were being declined
at a high rate due to the Dodd-Frank
Qualified Mortgage rules. . . .”

Dodd-Frank is hurting recently di-
vorced women. I heard from Allen in
New Hampshire who talked about his
need for a new car, but he couldn’t find
a loan from a bank, and he said:

But for my local dealer’s efforts on my be-
half, there is no doubt I would not be driving
my current car, and this was a desperate sit-
uation, for I am the sole income earner for
my family. My wife is ill, and we have two
young children in school. After my old vehi-
cle broke down, I needed to find reliable, re-
placement transportation so that I could get
to work and continue to provide for my fam-
ily. Please ensure that financing c